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MOTION OF NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF SOCIAL WORKERS AND ITS
ILLINOIS CHAPTER FOR LEAVE TO FILE INSTANTER BRIEF AS AMICUS CURIAE

The National Association of Social Workers and its Illinois Chapter (amicus) hereby
moves, in accordance with Illinois Supreme Court Rule 345, to file instanter the accompanying
brief as amicus curiae in support of petitioner-appellant Catherine D.W.’s appeal. In support of
this motion, amicus states as follows:

1. Amicus briefs may be filed by leave of the court pursuant to Illinois Supreme Court Rule
345. This rule provides that a motion for leave “shall state the interest of the applicant
and explain how an amicus brief will assist the court.” Amicus offers a unique and
valuable perspective on the issues presented by this case.

2. Amicus National Association of Social Workers is the largest organization of professional

social workers in the world, with 145,000 members and 56 chapters. Its [llinois Chapter
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3.

5.

has 6,626 members. Amicus promulgates professional standards and the NASW Code of
Ethics, supports and publishes research, and provides continuing education. The
organization also advocates for sound policies concerning its membership’s core
capabilities, responsibilities and mission.

Amicus also develops and adopts policy statements pertaining to various social issues. In
1977, Amicus adopted its policy on gay, lesbian, and bisexual issues. It revised and
expanded that policy in 1987, 1993, 1996 and 2005.

Amicus is committed to advancing policies and practices that will improve the lives of
children, including those raised by gay and lesbian parents. Amicus is concerned that
children will suffer great harm if they are taken from parental figures without a
consideration of the children’s best interests.

Amicus can assist the Court by bringing a unique empirical perspective to the case. The
accompanying brief shows, based on empirical research, that when a relationship
between a child and parental figure is terminated, the child is typically harmed. This is
true regardless of whether the parent is gay, lesbian or heterosexual, and regardless of
whether the parent is linked to the child by biology. And in this case, Catherine D.W. has
formed a genuine, fully-developed parent-child relationship with the children, which the
legal parent has consented to and encouraged. Deanna, the biological mother, infended
for Cathy to be a parent. She fostered the parent-child relationships and sought to have
those parent-child relationships recognized to the fullest extent Deanna and Cathy
believed to be allowed by law. Therefore, in order to protect children, the best interests of

the children must be considered before they are taken from a parental figure such as

Catherine D.W.



6. Amicus explains why Catherine D.W.’s position, requiring consideration of the child’s
best interests, is supported by empirical research and represents best social work
practices.

7. Illinois Supreme Court Rule 345 provides that an amicus brief “shall be filed on or before
the due date of the initial brief of the party whose position it supports.” Because
Catherine D.W.’s brief is due on June 4, 2012, this motion and brief are timely filed.

WHEREFORE, 4micus National Association of Social Workers and its Illinois Chapter
respectfully requests that this Court grant this motion for leave to file instanter a brief as amicus

curiae in this action.

Dated: June 4, 2012 Respectfully submitted, '

Michael L. Brody

Tyler G. Johannes
WINSTON & STRAWN LLP
35 West Wacker Drive
Chicago, IL 60601
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Fax: (312) 558-5700

Counsel for Amicus Curiae




NOTICE OF FILING AND CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Tyler G. Johannes, an attorney, hereby certify that on June 4, 2012, I caused to be filed with
the Clerk of the Fifth District Appellate Court the foregoing MOTION OF NATIONAL
ASSOCIATION OF SOCIAL WORKERS FOR LEAVE TO FILE BRIEF AS AMICUS
CURIAE. I further certify that I caused one copy of the foregoing Motion to be mailed to the
following attorneys at the following addresses, via United States mail, postage prepaid, on June
4,2012:

John Knight

Harvey Grossman

Roger Baldwin Foundation of ACLU, Inc.
180 N. Michigan Avenue, Suite 2300
Chicago, IL 60601-1287

Counsel for Petitioner-Appellant

David B. Goroff

Thomas K. Anderson

Foley & Lardner LLP

321 North Clark Street, Suite 2800
Chicago, IL. 60654-5313

Counsel for Petitioner-Appellant

Teresa Machicao-Hopkins
Machicao & Associates
207 South Market Street
Marion, IL 62959

Counsel for Respondent-Appellee I\)L"f
Dated: June 4, 2012 m ‘




THIS APPEAL INVOLVES A QUESTION OF CHILD CUSTODY, ADOPTION,
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ORDER

This matter coming before the Court on Motion of National Association of Social

Workers and its Illinois Chapter For Leave To File Brief Instanter As Amicus Curiae, due and

proper notice having been given, and the Court being fully advised in the matter:

It is hereby ORDERED that:

Motion of National Association of Social Workers and its IHlinois Chapter For Leave To File

Brief Instanter As Amicus Curiae is

GRANTED / DENIED

Entered:

Date:
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